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to something better beyond it. This led to a false
and disastrous antithesis between church and state.
The church is regarded, by Catholics at any rate,
as something higher than the state and by its nature
opposed to the state. How potent this view still is in
the Catholic world can be seen from a book published
since the first volume of Civitas Dei appeared, under
the title of Religion and the Modern State'.
. . . The whole Christian tradition, and the prophetic
tradition which lies behind it, are a standing protest against
the injustice and falsehood of that which is commonly
called civilization. The world which is the natural enemy
of the Church is not a moral abstraction, it is an historical
reality which finds its embodiment in the empires and
world cities of history—in Babylon and Tyre and Rome.
Wherever the city of man sets itself up as an end in itself
and becomes the centre of a self-contained and self-regard-
ing order, it becomes the natural enemy of the city of God.3
The reactions produced by such teaching can now
be gauged by the millions who bow their knees in
the temples erected by Marx and Hitler. In our
hearts there is that which tells us that life and the
world about us are good, with a goodness to be
brought into being by ourselves. The communist
stresses the material aspect of goodness, till he comes
to deny the spiritual basis of life, and that life can
persist beyond time and space. In a memorable
broadcast Professor Toynbee utters a warning which
Christians were wise to consider:
The post-war Paganism also gives its converts directions
for their conduct in practical life; and these directions are
of the kind which human nature craves for; they are
simple, and clear, and concrete, and confident. A believing
Fascist or Communist can probably get more definite in-
structions than a believing Christian about how he is to
behave here and now: whom to love, whom (in his case) to
hate, what to fight for, what to worship.4
"Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be

